84                THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

existing between the various tribes, which prevented their
uniting against the English settlers, But now a more
dangerous enemy threatened them.

While our own people had been colonizing New England
and the Southern States of North America, the French nation
had built up a colonial Empire in Canada. They had built
cities even more substantial perhaps than those in the Puritan
colonies; their fisheries, agriculture, and fur trade were very
prosperous; and, with a wonderful genius for impressing the
imagination and securing the friendship of savage people, they
had obtained the warm and sincere allegiance of some of the
most powerful Indian tribes on the north-west borders of
America.

So far this French Empire in Canada had not troubled the
people of New England. But when war broke out between
France and the mother-country there was an immediate and
grave danger that the hereditary enemies of our nation might
attempt to strike us a blow in the back by an invasion of our
colonial Empire in the West.

These fears, but dimly felt by the leaders of New England,
were quickly realized. The Governor of French Canada was
a man named Frontenac, a brilliant soldier, dashing, daring,
and beloved by those under his authority, a loyal and devoted
son of France, yet unscrupulous and cruel towards his enemies.
Seeing the opportunity of serving his King by striking at the
-English through their colonies, he resolved to carry war across
the borders of Canada into the peaceful and unguarded settle-
ments of Hampshire and Maine.

Before the Governors of New England had hardly recog-
nised the peri], Frontenac had sent three separate forces into
English territory, and had struck blow after blow, most cruel,
merciless, and bloodthirsty, upon the small townships of the
North-West. These raiders were partly French, but included
among their numbers strong forces of Indian braves belonging
to tribes in alliance with the French-Canadians. All the
horrors of Indiati warfare were therefore let loose upon tbe